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Sunday School each week,
youth group, or summertime
activities like diocesan camps
or Christian conferences built
for young people, we fail our
children. We can always find
God on the mountaintop, but
if we don’t do the work in the
valleys, we might not think it
important to get to the next
mountaintop. Put the work
in, and assist the young peo-
ple you care for or who are in
your parish to level up so they
can live more fully in their re-
lationship with God and His
Church.
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CALL TO LOVE

By DAVID BERESFORD

Review by Lisa Kocheril

Anyone who strives to live
a life centered in Christ will
have faced the question of
how we are called to live and
what God is calling us to do.
David Beresford’s book, Call
to Love, offers help to those
seeking to answer these ques-
tions, specifically, how do we
discern God’s call and, once
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that call has been acknowl-
edged, how do we respond?
Most of us have not had a
burning bush encounter or a
visit from an angel to guide
our thinking and transform
our lives. Yet, this is a ques-
tion all of us, who are called
to follow Jesus’ example, will
need to answer at some point.

In Call To Love, Beresford
provides Biblical and modern

day examples of individuals
who hear God’s call.

The book is divided into
3 parts. The first, entitled,
Hearing God’s Call, reviews
the fundamental framework
which the author suggests
needs to be present in order
to be open to God’s call. This
part reads like a long intro-
duction. These are not new
ideas. Seeking to deepen one’s
faith or asking for clarity in
prayer to understand God’s
will should already be a com-
fortable practice, yet his ap-
proach may be helpful.

In the second part, The An-
cient Call, he uses examples
from the Bible and one from
The Apocrypha, to examine
God’s call to six individuals
and their responses to this
call. These are familiar char-
acters and familiar stories.
But Beresford does not sim-
ply recount their stories, he
interprets them through the
focus of their specific call-
ings, their response and how
their lives proceed as a result
of answering this call. For ex-
ample, Moses is called to lead
his people out of Egypt and
Samson, to lead Israel in bat-
tle. In their varied responses
to God’s call, readers may find
parallels to their own lives.
Each story concludes with a
few questions for reflection,
which help the reader think
more deeply about each story
and possibly to find applica-
tion in our daily lives.

In the third part, The Con-
temporary Call, Beresford re-
counts the stories of four peo-



ple he has encountered in his
life and how they discovered
God’s will for their own lives.
Their stories provide espe-
cially interesting examples of
modern people struggling to
identify their callings. Most
do not have an easy or straight
path. Readers will find this
section to be informative and
helpful and are likely to find
shared experiences. These
four modern stories reflect
the struggle many face to dis-
cover God’s will in their lives
and also remind us of the re-
silience we will need to over-
come hurdles that may be put
in our paths. It is also import-
ant to note that, while many
interpret God’s call to reflect a
call to holy orders, Beresford
chooses to highlight the calls

that laity may receive as well.

Call To Love is easy to read
and accessible to all, regard-
less of one’s knowledge of or
experience in Christian life.
This book will be of particu-
lar interest not only to those

who are attempting to discern
God’s call in their lives, but
also to those seeking a deeper
understanding of God’s work
in the world.

THE REV’D BOLLIN M. MILLNER, JR.
RICHMOND, VIRGINIA
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Augustine of Hippo (354-430
C.E.) played a central role in
the Western Church with the



